Title: “The Battle Plan” {EfLit%1

Text: Ephesians 6:10-18 L4 #f: fir+ 6:10-18

Big Idea: How to put on the Armor which God provides for you daily and therefore, to
live in Victory over the Evil One.
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Intro: Picture yourself in a Platoon on a Battlefield.

So picture this...lay out scenario of being in a platoon, walking in enemy territory
(although most of the platoon seems unaware that they’re in enemy territory or even that
they have an Enemy at all..so they are unarmed, unprotected, unprepared for battle).
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so you’re marching along and suddenly, shots ring out. You see some of your buddies get
hit. Then, you get hit in the leg. a medic runs over to you, checks out your wound and he
says to you "the bullet grazed your leg. You're going to be OK, it’s just a wound." Now
he breaks the news to you, “the platoon leader is dead. you are the new platoon leader.
the rest of the platoon is waiting to hear their commands from you. what do you want
them to do?”
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What WOULD you do?

Would you be prepared for that day on the battlefield?

Would you be able to lead others in what to do in the heat of the battle?
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You might say, “Well, that’s an outlandish scenario. I will NEVER be in a battle.” I'm
here to tell you that you ARE in a battle. You are on a battlefield...a Spiritual Battlefield.
And whether you know it or not, you have an Enemy who wants to destroy you and your
family.
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There are times when the battle is clear for anyone who has eyes to see. Like last month
at a community college in Oregon. A gunman walked into a classroom, lined up students
and teachers and he asked them this question:“are you a Christian?” If they said yes, he
shot them in the head. He killed 9 people and wounded 9 others.
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Before the massacre, this cold-blooded murderer left a Manifesto with “666” written on
it...and he wrote that he looked forward to being “welcomed in Hell and embraced by the
devil”. And after all of these facts had come to light, some in the media still tried to tell
us,“the shooter’s motive was unclear.”
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Do you know that you’re on a battlefield?

Do you know the Enemy’s plan is very clear? he wants to destroy you and your family.
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Most Americans don’t believe that.

The Pew Research Center surveyed self-identified Christians and they found that only
26% of self-identified Christians are sure that Satan is real. The other 3/4ths either don’t
believe he is or don’t know if he is real or not.
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It sound like a lot of people are walking around on the battlefield not knowing that they
are walking around on a battlefield! They don’t know they have an Enemy who wants to
take them out!

Satan loves that! He doesn’t have to just work in the shadows anymore. He can do his
work in plain view and most people don’t believe he’s even there!
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God’s Word warns us....

1 Peter 5:8 “...be watchful. Your adversary the devil prowls around like a roaring lion,
seeking someone to devour.”
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A lion that prowls around...what kind of prey does the lion look for? easy prey...those
who are unaware, unprotected, disconnected.

You’re on a battlefield. You have an Enemy who is on the prowl like a lion. He wants to
destroy you...and if he can’t destroy you, at the very least, he wants to make you
ineffective. He wants to get you out of the game. He wants you to get your eyes off of



the Disciplemaking mission that Jesus, our Commander-in-Chief, has commissioned us to
do.
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There is a tension/a tight rope to walk this morning. some see a demon under every
rock...some see none. both are wrong.

this is an invisible war. when somethng happens to you or me, it’s really hard to know
for sure what is and what isn’t demonic activity. that’s the problem with trying to fight
an Invisible War. You can’t necessarily see who you’re fighting...and you can’t
necessarily see what they’re doing.
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BUT, here is what we can know for sure..God’s Word tells us that there are spiritual
forces of evil and we need to be ready for spiritual battle.

Are you prepared for spiritual battle? Do you know what to do? Do you know how to
lead others in this battle?

This morning, I’'m going to take you to God’s Word for a Battle Plan.

We’re sort of in the bunker together this morning...and the Lord is with us.
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Turn with me to Ephesians 6.

When Pastor Bill asked me to preach today and he told me the topic was Spiritual
Warfare, | figured this might be a challenging time leading up to today. And it has
been...lots of temptations and emergencies and distractions have come my way recently.
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And if ever there were a time for you to silence your cell phone, this would be it!

I’'m sure the Evil One would love to distract us all this morning, because we are about to
hear what God wants us to do...the Battle Plan.

This is a powerful passage that tells us how to STAND in the face of opposition...so if
you are able, will you STAND with me as | read this out loud:
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Ephesians 6:10-13

10 Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his might.

11 Put on the whole armor of God, that you may be able to stand against the schemes of
the devil. 12 For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood,

but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the cosmic powers over this present
darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly places. 13 Therefore take up
the whole armor of God, that you may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having
done all, to stand firm.

(prayer)
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We’re told to Stand Firm. That’s a picture of a VICTORIOUS army that has taken
ground from the enemy. And now they stand firm...holding that ground. Not letting the
enemy re-take it.

But how? How can we stand firm? How can we be strong in the face of such STRONG
opposition?
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| believe Paul lays out for us in Ephesians 6,

A 3-Phase Battle Plan:

Battle Plan Phase #1: Know your enemy.

If you picture a cartoon figure in a red jJumpsuit with horns and a pitchfork, you have the
wrong image in mind. Satan loves for us to make him out to be a caricature because then
we minimize him, underestimate him, even laugh at him. But he is no laughing matter.
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Satan is Commander in Chief of an army of fallen angels. They wreak havoc on the earth.
From places like Isaiah 14 and Ezekiel 28, we know that Satan himself is a fallen angel
who led a rebellion against God. He convinced about 1/3 of all the angels to join him in
this rebellion.
Satan’s original job was to be guardian of God’s glory...sort of ironic that his PRIDE
caused him to want all the glory for himself. He wanted to be God, so he led a rebellion
against God...but he lost. Satan is a loser, but he still keeps battling.
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(he’s like one of the soldiers in WWII who years and years after the surrender and the
War was over, kept battling it out in the pacific islands. They were a defeated foe, but
the bullets they fired were just as real...hurt just as bad if you got hit.
Satan has already lost...he’s a Loser but he keeps on going and going...he still does lots of
damage. He’s very busy leading his troops.
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Satan is Extremely Powerful...more powerful than any human being.
but he is not omnipotent (there are limits to his power)
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2 common mistakes: some underestimate him and some overestimate him.
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First, don’t underestimate him. Think about it...Satan has been around a long long time.
He has thousands of years of experience on the battlefield.

And he has defeated all kinds of people. He knows what buttons to push.

He knows your weakness. And he can attack us through a sort of Spiritual Mafia...a
massive organization of evil...demons and humans who are deceived into obeying his evil
commands. Satan is a Bondage Maker. Don’t underestimate him.
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At the same time, don’t overestimate him.

Satan is a Bondage Maker, but Jesus is a Bondage Breaker.

Yes, Satan is powerful, but God is much, much Greater!

1 John 4:4 “...He that is in you is greater than he that is in the world”.
Don’t ever forget that God is Greater and He is on our side of this battle!
We don’t have to be afraid. Don’t fear. Trust in the Lord.
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Another thing to know about Satan, he is not omnipresent (only 1 place at a time so it is
quite possible that you and | never encounter him directly, but he has a vast number of
demonic forces to spread out all over the battlefield and so we are undoubtedly
confronted by the evil forces of which Satan is Commander-in-Chief).
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Satan is not omniscient, but he is extremely clever, wiley.

What are some of his schemes on the battlefield?

You can just look at some of his names in the Bible and they reveal his most common
schemes.

“Father of Lies” He takes the truth and twists it and perverts it.
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He’s so good at lying that he can deceive a TV Network into creating a new show called,
“Lucifer”. I'm not kidding. Next year, the Fox network plans to roll out a new series
called, “Lucifer”. Here’s what they’ve leaked so far:
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In the Lucifer TV series, the Devil only tells the truth. Most of his power over people is
demonstrated by his ability to tell them the blunt truth about themselves and their desires.
And on top of his honesty, the Lucifer of the TV show wants to help humanity. As one
review of the pilot wrote: “Believe it or not, a creature who brings evil and temptation
sometimes may do nice things, such as help to investigate a murder, save human life, and
refuse to accept any human soul even if they are willing to sell it to him.”
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Really?

Satan is such a good liar that he routinely dupes people into being willing
accomplices...including some powerful people in the Media and the Entertainment World.
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The Rolling Stones are all about 102 years old now, but they still sing: “Sympathy for
the Devil.” Satan is a master Liar...the Father of Lies...he told the 1st lie in the Garden
and he keeps on lying. It’s what he does. He’s good at it.

Tempter “eat this forbidden fruit...look at this website...watch this video...go to this
place”. Then, if you fall into the temptation, then he becomes the...

Accuser: it’s one of his favorite things to do... he says: “You did that and you call
yourself a Christian? You're a disgrace. No way God loves you. Not after the things
that you’ve done.”
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Adversary (he likes to try to divide Christians...to get us into battles against each
other...On the battlefield, they call it “friendly fire”. People on the same side shooting at
each other. Satan loves it when Christians get sideways with each other and they bicker
and fight and then hold a grudge and won’t forgive. He loves it when he can get people to
give up on the church and to leave it entirely.
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“god of this world” he is behind all kinds of false religions, cults and philosophies... 'm
convinced he is busy inspiring all kinds of Terrorist plots...when radical islamic terrorists
hold more than 100 people hostage in a concert hall and then start to shoot innocent
people one by one...Satan is behind them, urging them to pull the trigger.
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what’s good is evil and what’s evil is good.



And that’s because Satan is able to blind the mind of the unbeliever.
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2 Corinthians 4:4 In their case, the god of this world has blinded the minds of the
unbelievers, to keep them from seeing the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who
is the image of God.

IR Z G I 4 X EEAE B AEX AR R0 AT DR, b TE A I
BRBEAE SO B MHIER.

That’s why it’s so important that we pray that the Lord will open the eyes of those family
members and friends and coworkers who are blinded to the light of the Gospel.

Now, as powerful as Satan is, the Bible tells us that he can be resisted by the Christian.
James 4:7 Resist the devil, and he will flee from you.

How? How can we resist the Evil One?

Battle Plan Phase #2: Put on the full armor of God.
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Ephesians 6:13 "Therefore, (because we are on a battlefield and we do have this enemy)
Therefore, take up the full armor of God." Why? "That you may be able to resist in the
evil day, and having done everything, to stand firm.
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How can we Stand Firm? By putting on the armor of God.

And I just want to point out that it is the armor OF God= This is His protection for you
and me. By His grace, He gives it to us and it is totally sufficient for us. BUT WE HAVE
TO PUT IT ON.
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Ephesians 6:14-15 Stand therefore, having fastened on the belt of truth, and having put on
the breastplate of righteousness, and, as shoes for your feet, having put on the readiness
given by the gospel of peace.
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Paul writes this while chained to a Roman soldier. No doubt he’s looking at the soldier’s
armor as he writes and this metaphor comes to mind that God has given us the whole set
of armor to put on that will protect us from head to toe on the battlefield daily.



BUT THIS IS NOT REALLY A LIST OF THINGS FOR US TO DO. This is not meant

to be a ritual that becomes Ritualistic (and therefore of no help to you at all after awhile).

No, this is all rooted in a Relationship with Jesus. Because of that Relationship, He gives

us this armor and we get to put it on. This is about a Lifestyle that God offers to us.
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Each piece of the armor is a characteristic of a faithful follower of Christ.

These are convictions and beliefs that are to be lived out.

Here’s the first piece of the Armor:

. Put on the Belt of Truth (because Satan lies)

Eph 6:14 “...having fastened on the belt of truth”

T 25 R BB ) A S IE B A RRRAIE

IX A5 M P2 B H SR A

X ARE P

<7 DRI (RO ROE

LIRS ®E: 14 “- HEBE S T

the Roman soldier had a belt about 6 inches wide and all the rest of the equipment was

hooked into it. The soldier wore a long robe called a tunic, but when he got ready for

battle he would use the belt to cinch up the tunic...tucking the robe into the belt so he can

move freely in battle. When the battle cry sounded, he would tuck the tunic into the belt.

For us, the battle cry is sounding for us to “put on the Belt of TRUTH”...
because Satan is busy whispering lies. he whispers:
“That doesn’t apply to you. All Truth is Relative, haven’t you heard?
You can choose your own truth. You decide what is true for you”.
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But we don’t have to fall for that. The Word of God IS The Truth. Jesus IS The Truth.
We can find True North on the compass...solid, unchanging, a critical center connection
point for everything else in your life to connect.
When we put on the Belt of Truth, what we’re really doing is adopting a Lifestyle of
going to God’s Word as our guide for how to live and what to do.
When the Father of Lies attacks, we’re already ready if we wear the Belt of Truth.



. Put on the Breastplate of Righteousness (because Satan accuses)
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Eph 6:14 “...having put on the breastplate of righteousness”

a Roman Soldier’s breastplate was made of bronze or leather or chain-mail.

It went from just below the neck down to the thighs, and it was called “the heart
protector”. On the battlefield that we’re on, You need to GUARD YOUR HEART. No
soldier would go out on to the battlefield without guarding his heart.

Now, Satan wants you to think that what Christ did for you isn’t enough for you to be
made right with God. He comes to you and he accuses you. He says:
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“I saw what you did. And you call yourself a Christian? You are a poor excuse for a
Christian.” He says to you, “There’s no way that you’re good enough for God to really
love you. He doesn’t love you. There’s no hope for you. You will never be good enough,
so you might as well join the rest of the world and go have some fun. Forget about this
Jesus stuff. There’s no hope of you.”
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But friends, listen to what God says about you:
“This righteousness FROM GOD comes through faith in Jesus Christ.” Romans 3:22
We need a righteousness FROM GOD and that’s exactly what we get from Jesus by
Grace through faith in Him. We are all sinners, the ground is level at the foot of the
Cross, but Christ came for sinners and he makes us Right with a Holy God when we
come to Christ in Fatih. We don’t deserve it. We could never earn it. But he gives us
His Righteousness as a Gift of Grace. Jesus does love us and He provided His love at the
Cross.
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The Christ-Follower can stand firm with the breastplate of righteousness that guards and
protects our heart. This is the practical application of the truth to our lives. It’s a life of
surrendering to Christ and being led by the Holy Spirit, moment by moment, walking
with the Spirit so that you are applying the Truth of the Word to your life...because you
are righteous before God because of the work of Christ.

. Put on the Shoes of the Gospel (because Satan condemns)

Eph 6:15 “and, as shoes for your feet, having put on the readiness given by the
gospel of peace.”
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roman soldiers shoes: Alexander the Great equipped his soldiers with a secret
weapon...studded shoes. nails on the bottom of the shoes. while the enemy was sliding
around, no traction...roman soldiers could dig in and stand firm.
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When faced with spiritual warfare, we need to dig in where we can have FIRM
FOOTING. Jesus is our FIRM FOOTING! When the bullets are flying, the best thing
we can do is to make a beeline to the Cross! Remember the Gospel. Preach the Gospel
to yourself. The ground is level at the foot of the Cross and we can Stand Firm there.

But Satan loves to condemn and create doubt.

(illus. discussion with a friend who was taught that it would be presumptuous for anyone
to believe that they actually can know if they are forgiven. He said he was just hoping
that he had done enough good things to outweigh the bad, but he admitted he could never
know for sure if he had done enough.
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DO VS. DONE Jesus

1 John 5:13 — “I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God that
you may know that you have eternal life.”

Christ Followers don’t have to wait for Eternal Life to begin...we have Eternal Life
now...and it’s all because of Jesus. We receive Eternal Life by Grace through faith in
Jesus.

. Take up the Shield of Faith (because Satan tries to create doubt and disbelief)
Eph 6:16 “In all circumstances take up the shield of faith, with which you can extinguish
all the flaming darts of the evil one;”
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The shield was oblong, about 4 feet long, 2 feet wide. It usually had a metal frame with
wood and leather. In those days, the enemy might dip the tip of the arrow in pitch and
light it on fire before shooting it at you.

So with the shield, you could soak the leather in water so that when a fiery arrow hit it
would be snuffed out.

For Christians, the shield is FAITH. It’s putting our whole trust in God, even when we
don’t see all His promises coming to fruition yet. It’s walking by FAITH, not by sight.
Satan is firing these fiery darts at us...temptation, doubt, lust, discouragement...but Christ
the Living Water can absorb all of those and snuff those out, if we put our full Faith in
Him.

JERERKAMERTE, 29490, 2R, BlEE A ARMMEE R G RIELR . AR
{5, FERIURASHT AT, BONTT R B Sk T 7E V8 B B, R Bk

R EHTE, RAT LR BAE K, IR RE 2 — AN KE SR, BRI KT 1.

X TREERY, R EI. w1 e Nses b, RIERA1EA E 2
P W& v RS2 1EIRATEREEIE, AREEIR I,

O FAIRA TR R LR 0 K F . AR, B, AREE, THAE.AEEE RO ZKOR K
PP R LERVY, MEFEEAT, WA AR

The shield was oblong, about 4 feet long, 2 feet wide. It usually had a metal frame with
wood and leather. In those days, the enemy might dip the tip of the arrow in pitch and
light it on fire before shooting it at you.

So with the shield, you could soak the leather in water so that when a fiery arrow hit it
would be snuffed out.



For Christians, the shield is FAITH. It’s putting our whole trust in God, even when we
don’t see all His promises coming to fruition yet. It’s walking by FAITH, not by sight.
Satan is firing these fiery darts at us...temptation, doubt, lust, discouragement...but Christ
the Living Water can absorb all of those and snuff those out, if we put our full Faith in
Him.

. Take up the Helmet of Salvation (because Satan attacks the mind)

Eph 6:17 “and take the helmet of salvation,”

The helmet protected the soldier’s head...made of leather and brass or bronze or iron.
The Helmet of Salvation protects your mind, because Satan loves to attack the mind.
Most of Satan’s attacks are from the neck up. That’s why we learn in Romans 12 that we
need to be transformed by the renewing of our mind. How do you do that? In the Word
of God.
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But the Word of God is not just Defensive Armor...It’s also an Offensive Weapon in this
Spiritual Battle. And that leads us to....
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Battle Plan Phase #3: Take the Offensive.
. Take the Sword of the Spirit

Eph 6:17 “and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God,”
The word Paul uses here is referring to the short sword...made for hand-to-hand combat.
When the evil one comes against you in hand-to-hand combat, tempting you, you pull out
your sword...the Word of God. That’s Exactly what Jesus did in the desert. In Mat 4...we
see Satan tempting Jesus (twisting scripture as he likes to do) and Jesus responds each
time with the true Word of God. Jesus not only shares the Word of God, but He lives it.
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In our case, He helps us to live it through the indwelling power of the Holy Spirit. And
that leads us to this final word...
Pray in the Spirit...
Eph 6:18 “praying at all times in the Spirit, with all prayer and supplication. To that end
keep alert with all perseverance, making supplication for all the saints”
When we work, we work. when we pray, God works.



Pray as Christ builds His Church that he will use each of us as living stones with which
He builds.
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Pray for Duane and Lavinia Manuel, other church planters taking ground on the frontlines
of the battle...

Pray for family and friends and coworkers and neighbors...

you might come into contact with people who have never had another person utter a
single word of prayer for them. Be the one who prays for them and with them.

Personal Story of the impact of the prayers of my grandma and grandpa...75th Wedding
Anniv, a field full of believers, prayers of thanksgiving, Prayer list on the Fridge

Gates of Hell will not prevail against you, The Church!

We are on the Victorious Side of the Battle!

RNt b 2 JE T« 2 8545 R #E s, 30 HA AR B A 2R A 5 55 AT
RNENF, FIEFNERE#E ...

PR R BB MR A SRS T — D FRIN . EREBCA— M 1#55E, I
SAIE— RN .

BRENAENNESE, ROSTUDES M. 75 BEEELEH, —AN
5, BEMHERSET, KR L4,

MR 2 TIABERE AR, BRATTE#H 2!

BAVAEERBE R R Y —ad !



